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Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, entry of the following Preliminary 
Amendment is respectfully requested. Applicants concurrently file herewith an Information 
Disclosure Statement and accompanying PTO-1449. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins 
on page 2 of this paper; and 

Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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Sir: 



I hereby certify that the attached: 

1 . Preliminary Amendment; 

2. Information Disclosure Statement; 

3. PTO-1449; 

4. Copies of 9 items cited on PTO- 1 449 ; 

5. Return Receipt Postcard 

along with any paper(s) referred to as being attached or enclosed and this Certificate of 
Mailing are being deposited with the United States Postal Service on date shown below with 
sufficient postage as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to the: Mail Stop Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Correspondence Address : 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10154-0053 
(212) 758-4800 Telephone 
(212)751-6849 Facsimile 




Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P 



Dated: July 23, 2004 



By: 
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